Business

Local remodeler builds national recognition

By AMY NIXON
anxon@cpgroup.com

Mukwonago - In 2004,
Mukwonago Remodeling was
asked to make over a kitchen
for ABC's "The View." Now,
four years later, it has been
listed among the top 500 home
remodelers in the nation.

Bob Riemev of Mukwonago
Remodeling started his busi-
ness 18 vears ago as a small but
quality-driven company. Now,
business i& booming. Al-
though the weakening econo-
my has changed some aspects
of his business, Riemev said
they are still growing.

“We've been growing about
15 to 20 percent a year for the
past five years,” said Riemev.

In a givenyear, Mukwonago
Remodeling wusually com-
pletes numercus jobs in the
$100,000 plus range per con-
tract. This year, howeyer, it
has had only a couple of such
major projects.

“But we're making ap with
it with the smaller jobs,” said
Riemev.

This year, most of the re-
modeling projects involve
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bathrooms and kitchens. Rie-
mev said that even though
those jobs bring in less money,
the wvolume of smaller jobs
they've had makes up for the
loss of some of those larger
projects.

The local business is grow-
ing so much, in fact, that it has
become the area’s largest re
modeler of basements and has
even created a separate divi-
sion, Extreme Basements,
which is overseen by Bob's
son, Scott Riemev. They in-

tend to break ground on an of-. -

fice showroom that will in-
clude an entire lower-level
basement showroom, the only
one of its kind in the state.

Among the best

Riemev said that the compa-
ny's key to success is keeping
projects in house.

“We do very little subcon-
tracting, which allows us to be
Jmore efficient, keep quality
control under wrap and be a
little more competitive, with-
out all the mark-ups,” he said.

It has a complete in-house
design staff and designs the
majority of the projects it
works on. The company also
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has its own shop, and a lot of
specialty woodwork is done in-
house.

“If someone wants built-in
cabinets, basement bars or
kitchenettes, for example, we
build all of our own cabinet-
ry,"” said Riemev.

Mukwonago  Remodeling
services mostly the southwest-
ern area of Milwaukee, up to
Oconomowoe and on down as
far east as Franklin, Wauke-
sha, Brookfield, Elm Grove,
FMukwonago and East Troy.

Although the company ser-
vices Wisconsin, it has been
recognized by Qunalified Re-
maodeler magazine as one of
the top 500 home remodelers in
the country. According to the
magazine, the remodelers list-
ed were all optimistic about
business, despite the current
economic situation. In 2007,
the company’s gross volume
was 52,291,709 and the project-
ed volume for 2008 is $2.8 mil-
lion, according to the maga-
zine's listing.

Future of business

Riemev explained that Muk-
wonago Remodeling is a niche
company.

“We found our niche years
ago,” he explained. “People
were looking for more space in
their basements and wanted to
add specialty rooms to their
houses.™

The company has completed
many of what Riemev calls
“man rooms”: rooms where
men can have their big-screen
televisions or workshops and
bars in their basements. This
trend is extending to the exte-
rior of the house, said Riemev.,

The company has recently
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TOP REMODELER - Mukwonago Remodeling was listed among the
nation's top 500 remodelers in Qualified Remodeler magazine.

worked on a number of spe-
cialty garages, where men can
stack their cars, display their
bike collections or house their
workshops.

“The garage man cave is the
latest trend right now, and it
fits in well with our design de-
partment, since we've already

done 7 lot of specialty design
work on basements. Our next
division might just be a spe-
clalty garage division,” Rie-
mev said.

To learn more about Muk-
wonago Remodeling, wvisit
www.mukwonagoremodeling
ACOm.




